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Land Acknowledgement
Place of the Clear Salt Water
“Every part of this soil is sacred in the estimation of my people. Every hillside,
every valley, every plain and grove, has been hallowed by some sad or happy
event in the days long vanished.”
Chief Seattle 1854
North Kitsap School District would like to being by acknowledging that the land on which we
gather is within the aboriginal territory of the Suquamish People, “People of the Clear Water”.
Expert fisherman, canoe builders and basket weavers, the Suquamish people live in harmony
with the lands and waterways along Washington’s Central Salish Sea as they have for thousands
of years. Here the Suquamish live and protect the land and waters of their ancestors for future
generations as promised by the Point Elliot Treaty of 1855.

WELCOME TO NKOA / PAL!
Dear NKOA / PAL Family,
It is my pleasure to welcome you to North Kitsap Online Academy/Parent Assisted Learning. Our
school offers all students the opportunity to learn and be educated through a dynamic, rigorous,
and interactive online platform supported by an experienced and knowledgeable North Kitsap
School District staff. I am confident your time with us will be successful and rewarding. We are
here to assist you in any way possible as you make your educational journey with NKOA/PAL.
Now that you have made your decision to enroll with our school, you will enjoy being in charge
of your learning while at home. We need you to become very familiar with this Student
Handbook as it outlines important information about school, family, and student responsibilities,
support systems, technology needs, school year dates, and other significant messages and
advice.
At NKOA/PAL, we strive to provide you with a unique, rich, and flexible learning experience. Our
Mentor Teachers and Teachers of Record are standing by to assist you with advice on studying at
home, how to get assistance when needed, pacing, and progress monitoring. NKOA/PAL staff
will actively reach out to you every week and we strongly encourage you to reach out to our staff
for anything you may need. Please do not hesitate to contact us. We are here to serve you and
help you be successful.
In closing, it is my pleasure to be of service to you. I look forward to a rewarding school year
filled with stories of worthwhile engagement and activities. Please do not hesitate to contact me
if you are wondering about anything.
Penny Therrien,
Principal
NKOA/PAL

NKOA CONTACTS:

NKOA Main line: 360-396-3575
Office Manager: 360-396-3569

Penny Therrien, Principal
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ptherrien@nkschools.org
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pjensen@nkschools.org
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WHAT’S IMPORTANT AT
NKOA?
At NKOA, students learn fully online. They work from home.

Students

Students may participate in extracurricular activities at their neighborhood
school. Special Education students receive services at their neighborhood
school.

At NKOA, learning is supported by NKSD instructors and Education Mentor
Teachers.
Flexible scheduling to accommodate work schedules, best times of day for
learning, and other family situations.

Learning

NKOA provides credit retrieval options for students needing to close a gap.
Mandatory weekly two-way communication between student and mentor.
Monthly progress review

NKOA uses K12- Stride Learning Solutions.
All state school requirements apply to NKOA/PAL students.

Curriculum

Rigorous curriculum
Personal preference
Written Student Learning Plans

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION AT
NKOA
North Kitsap Online Academy is committed to living as a community that celebrates diversity and
strives to create understanding through continuous growth. We are a safe space for all genders,
religions, ages, races, ethnicities, and ability levels.

NKOA HONOR CODE
At NKOA, we trust each other. We do what is right, especially when no one is watching. We act
with intention and honesty. Cheating and plagiarism result in false evaluation of student
performance and it is not tolerated. We are aware of many internet resources that complete
work for students, and we strongly discourage students from engaging in cheating and
plagiarism. At NKOA / PAL, trust is a critical component of student success and staff service to
students. All student work must be completed by each student and no one else.

NKOA SCHOOL DAY
At NKOA we are all about flexibility. Students can attend live classes from any location. Each
student’s live class schedule may look different depending on her/his/their needs. NKOA
teachers are available from 8 to 4, Monday through Friday.
It is important to note that Washington State Law requires NKOA
Students to have two-way communication with their teachers
each week.

The keys to success in live sessions are:

Be On Time

Be Prepared

Be Respectful

Be Engaged

Be
There

NORTH KITSAP SCHOOL
CALENDAR

STUDENT SUPPORTS
NKOA staff provide a variety of supports for students and families. The main point of contact
for each student is their mentor teacher. The teacher will be available to answer questions
regarding assignments and other academic needs. The counselor and registrar serve as our
enrollment team, and they can provide transcripts and school records.
NKOA encourages our students to move toward independent learning.

NKOA encourages our
students to grow
towards independent
learning.

ACADEMIC MATERIALS
All course at the elementary and secondary levels are 100% digital. Everything is online or
there are recommendations on what a student can use around their homes for materials.
NKOA does have an abundance of leftover materials from previous years that students can
have access to. The following is available:


Math manipulatives



Science lab materials



Some text books



Novels and readers

TECHNOLOGY
Students will be issued a district laptop and it is recommended that the laptop be used over a
personal one. A school laptop comes with technology support staff to troubleshoot any issues
and is equipped with required supportive software. NKOA uses two online platforms, one for
elementary and the other for secondary.
For secondary (6-12), students will be in the Stride-PEAK Brightspace system. Primary students
(K-5) will be in the Stride-OLS system. All grade levels will be required to take an orientation
online class to learn the systems they will be using and to learn about the program.

QUICK LINKS
Stride Learning Solutions: https://www.stridelearning.com/learning-solutions.html
OLS (K12 Elementary Platform): https://login-learn.k12.com/#login
OLS Learning Coach Account Set-up: https://www.help.k12.com/s/article/OLS-AccountLearning-Coach-Account-Set-Up
Online Learning Engage: https://fueled.force.com/engage/s/
24/7 Academic Help: https://fueled.force.com/servicestation/s/
Peak / Brightspace (Secondary Platform): https://peak.getfueled.com/#login
NKOA / PAL: https://choice.nkschools.org/
North Kitsap School District: http://www.nkschools.org/

ACADEMIC SUCCESS
North Kitsap Online Academy takes pride in the way that students and staff come together to
learn. Most students at NKOA will be scheduled to complete in-person state standardized
assessments each Spring. This is a state requirement.
The testing site will be at Choice Academy, 25800 Siyaya Ave NE. Staff will work with families to
accommodate scheduling and academic needs. This is also a great time for students to connect
in-person with their teachers and NKOA staff.

Family/Learning Coach Role and Responsibility
Families/Learning Coaches will teach and facilitate daily lessons. They will help students
communicate with their teachers to comply with the mandatory requirement of two-way
connection. Learning Coaches will assist their students with submitting and keeping records of
completed work and take primary responsibility for a student’s education.

Student Roles and Responsibilities
Students need to complete daily lessons, demonstrate progress in their studies, and master the
learning plan and courses. Students will be responsible for attending scheduled meetings and
meet the two-way communication requirements. Students will be expected to demonstrate
appropriate behavior during school activities or meetings and save and submit all work as
required by assignments.

Mentor Teacher Role and Responsibility
Mentor teachers will identify state requirements for each student and develop a learning plan
to meet student needs and support the parents. Mentor teachers will implement intervention
strategies for students as needed and communicate with students and families. Mentor
teachers are responsible for documenting contracts, communication, intervention plans, and
Written Student Learning Plans.

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT TIPS
If you miss a day, please contact your teacher or mentor and let them
know. They will help you in next steps.
In the K-8 environment, the parent acts as a Learning Coach who facilitates
progress through daily lessons. Weekly lesson plans are provided, which
automatically update as the child progress.
In the high school program, the parent plays an important supportive role
to help the student stay on task and ensure follow-through on his or her
assignments.

ELEMENTARY
INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL
Elementary instruction is divided into two groups, Kindergarten through 2 nd grade, and 3rd
grade through 5th grade.

ELEMENTARY COURSE
ENROLLMENT
Social
Language
Arts

Science

Studies
Math

Art & PE

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL
INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL
Middle and High School students will be in similar models and will have course options to
consider.

NKOA SECONDARY REQUIRED
CLASSES
Algebra I

9th Grade

English 9
Health
History
PE
Physical Science

Chemistry
English 10
Geometry
Modern World History or AP World
History

10th Grade

English 11

11th Grade

US History & Government
Biology
Algebra II

Civics
English

12th Grade

GRADUATION
REQUIREMENTS

Credits
SUBJECT

CREDITS

ENGLISH

4

MATH

3

ADDITIONAL INFO

Algebra 1 or Integrated Math 1, Geometry or Integrated Math 2, a 3 credit of
rd

math*
SCIENCE

3

At least two lab, a 3 credit of science*

SOCIAL STUDIES

3

.5 History 9, 1.0 Modern World History, 1.0 U.S. History, .5 Civics

ARTS

2

Performing or Visual Arts, 1 credit may be a Personalized Pathway

rd

Requirements**
WORLD LANGUAGE

2

Both credits may be a Personalized Pathway Requirements **

HEALTH AND FITNESS

2

.5 Health credits, 1.5 Fitness credits

CAREER AND TECHNICAL

1

May be an Occupational Education course that meets the definition of an

EDUCATION (CTE)
ELECTIVES

exploratory course as described in the CTE program standards
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*The 3 credit of science and the 3 credit of math are chosen by the student based on the student's
rd

rd

interest and High School and Beyond Plan, and approved by the parent or guardian, or if the parent or
guardian is unavailable or does not indicate a preference, the school counselor or principal (WAC 18051-068).
**Personalized Pathway Requirement are related courses that lead to a specific post high school career
or educational outcome chosen by the student based on the student’s interests and High School and
Beyond Plan, that may include Career and Technical Education, and are intended to provide a focus for
the student’s learning.

Non-Credits
High School and Beyond Plan
The High School and Beyond Plan is a state graduation requirement. Each student must have a High School and
Beyond Plan (HSBP) to guide the student's high school experience and prepare the student for postsecondary
education or training and career (RCW 28A.230.090 and WAC 180-51-220). Students start their plan in seventh or
eighth grade and then continue to revise them throughout high school to accommodate changing interests or
educational and career goals

Washington State History
Washington State History is a course typically taken in the 7 grade and marked on a student’s transcript as “MET”.
Students who transfer into the state in the 11th or 12th grade may have the Washington State History and
Government requirement waived by their principal. The graduation requirement rules (WAC 180-51-067, WAC 18051-068 and WAC 180-51-210) allows for the waiver of Washington State History and Government for two categories
of students:
students in 11th or 12th grade and who have not completed a course of study in Washington State History and
Government because of previous residence outside the state, and
students who have successfully completed a state history and government course of study in another state.
Whether such a course was completed is based on interpretation of the student’s transcript, which is based on local
policy for interpreting transcripts from other states.
The decision to waive the requirement, as well as the process for the waiver, are locally determined.

Graduation Pathway Options
The State Board of Education (SBE) sets state graduation requirements. In 2019, new legislation
(House Bill 1599) removed the testing requirement and replaced it with a set of pathway
options. Beginning with the Class of 2020, students must meet at least one of these pathway
options to graduate.

Graduation Pathway Options - Class of 2020 Forward:
PATH

CRITERIA

WAY
1
2
3
4
5
6

SBA - Pass SBA ELA and Math assessments. 2545 for ELA and 2595 for Math.
Running Start, College in the High School, or Career and Technical Education Dual Credit course at the
level 100 or higher.
Earn at least one high school credit in English and one credit in math
AP Exam or courses, IB exams or courses: For both English and math, earn a 3 or higher on certain
Advanced Placement exams or a 4 or higher on certain International Baccalaureate exams or an E on certain
Cambridge International exams, or pass the course with at least a C+.
SAT or ACT - Meet or exceed the graduation scores set by SBE in the math and English portions of the SAT
or ACT.
Transition Course - Pass a transition course in English and math (for example, a Bridge to College course)
which allows a student to place directly into a college level course for credit. This pathway includes
transition courses identified through local agreements between colleges and school districts.
Combination: Meet any combination of at least one English and one math option of those options listed
previously.
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ASVAB - Meet standard on the ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) by meeting the lowest
score established by the military for eligibility to serve in the armed forces.
CTE Sequence courses - Complete a sequence of Career and Technical Education (CTE) courses: two or
more high school credits of CTE courses in a progression tailored to the student’s goals and relevant to the
postsecondary pathway(s) outlined in the student’s High School and Beyond Plan. The sequence may be
two courses within the same CTE program area. Sequences made up of courses within more than one CTE
program area require local approval and expedited approval through OSPI.
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High School and Beyond Plan
Elements of a High School and Beyond Plan must contain. The required elements include the
following:


an identification of educational goals and career goals, aided by a skills and interest
assessment;



a four-year plan for high school course-taking that fulfills state and local graduation
requirements and aligns with the student's career, training, and educational goals;



options for satisfying state and local graduation requirements, taking into account
academic acceleration (RCW 28A.320.195), dual credit courses, Career and Technical
Education programs, and graduation pathway options;



evidence the student has received information on federal and state financial aid programs
(including the College Bound Scholarship program) that pay for postsecondary programs;



and by the end of twelfth grade, a current resume or activity log that provides a written
compilation of the student's education, any work experience, and any community service
and how the school district recognized the community service.

In addition, the High School and Beyond Plan must also:


be revised as necessary for changing interests, goals, and needs of the student.



be updated to inform junior year course taking.



identify available interventions and academic support, courses, or both, that enable
students who have not met the high school graduation assessment standards to do so.



be advised for an 8th grade student who has not learned a Level 3 on middle school state
assessment in math, the student must take a math course in both 9th and 10th grades.



for a student who takes a career and technical education (CTE) course that has been
determined to be equivalent to an academic core course (a CTE course equivalency),
include a record of a certificate of CTE course completion. The academic course is
recorded on the students’ transcript and the record that the student completed a CTE
course is part of the High School and Beyond Plan.



for students with an individualized education program (IEP), the HSBP must be updated
in alignment with their school to postschool transition plan, and be updated in a similar
manner and with similar school personnel as for all other students.

Grades
The Washington State transcript is based upon a grading system that reports the grades and
point value earned by students in courses as follows:
A
B
C
D
F
S
P
U
E
NC

Excellent
Above Average
Average
Lowest Passing
Failing, No Credit
Credit (not computed on GPA)
Pass (special education / ELL – not in GPA)
No Pass (not computed in GPA)
Withdraw / Fail (computed in GPA)
No Credit (withdrawal / no penalty)

All semester grades earned are final and will be on the transcript.
A

(94% - 100%)

4.0

B-

(80% - 83.99%)

2.7

D+

(67% - 69.99%)

1.3

A-

(90% - 93.99%)

3.7

C+

(77% - 79.99%)

2.3

D

(60% - 66.99%)

1.0

B+

(87%—89.99%)

3.3

C

(74% - 76.99%)

2.0

F

(0 - 59.99%)

0.0

B

(84% - 86.99%)

3.0

C-

(70% - 73.99%)

1.7

NKOA SECONDARY COURSE
OFFERINGS
English & Language Arts
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

Language Arts (6th grade)
This course equips students with the essential
language arts skills needed throughout their academic
careers. Students read and analyze a variety of
informational and fictional texts. Instruction and
reading strategies accompany reading selections to
help engage students in the text and sharpen their
comprehension. Students express their ideas and
knowledge using standard (formal) English in written
and oral assignments. Writing expressive, analytical,
and procedural compositions helps students develop
communication skills necessary in today’s world.
Vocabulary is taught explicitly and through an array of
vocabulary acquisition strategies that give students
the tools to independently increase their vocabulary.
Students study grammar, usage, and mechanics; and
practice sentence analysis, sentence structure, and
proper punctuation. The course includes discussion
activities that engage students in the curriculum while
creating a sense of community.
Language Arts (7th grade)
This course continues the development of
comprehension and analysis of informational and
fictional texts with an ongoing emphasis on reading
strategies. Students express themselves using
standard (formal) English in written and oral
presentations. Analyzing and practicing the form and
structure of various genres of writing enhances
students’ communication skills. Students study a
variety of media to understand informational and
persuasive techniques, explicit and implied messages,
and how visual and auditory cues affect messages.
Grammar, usage, and mechanics skills are deepened.
Students continue to widen their vocabulary and apply
acquisition strategies. The course includes discussion
activities that engage students in the curriculum while
creating a sense of community.

English 9 A & B:
This English 9 Summit course includes engaging and
interactive instruction about reading, writing, speaking
and listening, and language, with a focus on exploring a
wide variety of genres and their elements. Students
learn how to carefully read, interpret, and analyze
literature and nonfiction works of cultural or historical
significance appropriate to grade 9. Throughout the
course, students practice narrative, informational, and
argumentative writing. Students also develop and
deliver presentations and participate in discussions with
their peers.

English 10 A & B:
This English 10 Summit course includes engaging and
interactive instruction about reading, writing, speaking
and listening, and language, with a focus on exploring a
wide variety of genres and their elements. Students
learn how to carefully read, interpret, and analyze
literature and nonfiction works of cultural or historical
significance appropriate to grade 10. Throughout the
course, students practice narrative, informational, and
argumentative writing. Students also develop and
deliver presentations and participate in discussions with
their peers.

Language Arts (8th grade)
Throughout this course, students engage in literary
analysis and close reading of short stories, poetry,
drama, novels, and informational texts. The course
focuses on interpretation of literary works, analysis of
informational texts, and the development of oral and
written communication skills in standard (formal)
English. Students read "between the lines" to
interpret literature and go beyond the text to discover
how the culture in which a work of literature was
created contributes to the theme and ideas it conveys.
Analysis of the structure and elements of
informational texts and media helps students develop
the skills needed for academic success and navigating
the world. Students continue to acquire knowledge
and skills in grammar, usage, mechanics, and
vocabulary. Implementing reading strategies, selfmonitoring progress and reflecting on successes and
challenges help students become metacognitive
learners. The course includes discussion activities that
engage students in the curriculum while creating a
sense of community.

American Literature (11th grade) A & B:
In this course, students read and analyze works of
American literature from colonial to contemporary
times, including poetry, short stories, novels, drama, and
nonfiction. The literary works provide opportunities for
critical writing, creative projects, and online discussions.
Students develop vocabulary skills and refresh their
knowledge of grammar, usage, and mechanics in
preparation for standardized tests.

British & World Literature (12th grade) A & B:
Students read selections from British and world
literature in a loosely organized chronological
framework. They analyze the themes, styles, and
structures of these texts and make thematic
connections among diverse authors, periods, and
settings. Students complete guided and independent
writing assignments that refine their analytical skills.
They have opportunities for creative expression in
projects of their choice. Students also practice testtaking skills for standardized assessments in critical
reading and writing.

Mathematics
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

Math A & B (6th grade)
In Stride’s Grade 6 mathematics course, students
deepen their understanding of multiplication and
division of fractions to apply their knowledge to divide
fractions by fractions, with an additional focus on
increasing efficiency and fluency. Students gain a
foundation in the concepts of ratio and rate as an
extension of their work with whole number
multiplication and division, and in preparation for
work with proportional relationships in Grade 7.
Students also make connections among area, volume,
and surface area, and continue to lay the groundwork
for deep algebraic understanding by interpreting and
using expressions and equations.
Math A & B (7th grade)
In Stride’s Grade 7 mathematics course, students
focus on real-world scenarios and mathematical
problems involving algebraic expressions and linear
equations and begin to apply their understanding of
rational numbers with increased complexity. The
course lays the foundation for exploring concepts of
angle, similarity and congruence, more formally
addressed in Grade 8, as students work with scale
drawings and construct and analyze relationships
among geometric figures. Students also develop and
apply understandings of proportional relationships.
Math A & B (8th grade)

Integrated Math I A & B - Algebra I:
This Algebra 1 Summit course formalizes and extends
the mathematics that students learned in the middle
grades. Built to follow revised middle school math
courses, this course covers slightly different ground than
previous versions of algebra. In this course, students
deepen their understanding of linear and exponential
relationships by contrasting them with each other.
Students also apply linear models to data that exhibit a
linear trend. The course also covers analyzing, solving,
and using quadratic functions.

Integrated Math II A & B – Geometry:
This Geometry Summit course builds on the geometry
covered in middle school to explore more complex
geometric situations and deepen students’ ability to
explain geometric relationships, moving toward formal
mathematical arguments. Specific topics include
similarity and congruence, analytic geometry, circles,
the Pythagorean theorem, right triangle trigonometry,
analysis of three-dimensional objects, conic sections,
and geometric modeling.

Integrated Math III A & B - Algebra II:
In this Algebra 2 Summit course, students build on their
work with linear, quadratic, and exponential functions,
and extend their repertoire to include polynomial,
rational, radical, and trigonometric functions. Students
also expand their ability to model situations and solve
equations, including solving quadratic equations over
the set of complex numbers and solving exponential
equations using the properties of logarithms. The course
covers sequences and series, probability distributions,
and more advanced data analysis techniques.

Science
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

Earth Science (6th grade) A & B
The Earth Science curriculum builds on the natural
curiosity of students. By connecting them to the
beauty of geological history, the amazing landforms
around the globe, the nature of the sea and air, and
the newest discoveries about our universe, the
curriculum gives students an opportunity to relate to
their everyday world. Students will explore topics such
as the fundamentals of geology, oceanography,
meteorology, and astronomy; Earth’s minerals and
rocks; Earth’s interior; plate tectonics, earthquakes,
volcanoes, and the movements of continents; geology
and the fossil record; the oceans and the atmosphere;
the solar system and the universe. Lesson assignments
help students discover how scientists investigate the
science of our planet.
Life Science (7th grade) A & B
The Life Science program invites students to
investigate the world of living things—at levels both
large and small—by reading, observing, and
experimenting with aspects of life on Earth. Students
explore an amazing variety of organisms, the complex
workings of the cell and cell biology, the relationship
between living things and their environments, and
discoveries in the world of modern genetics. Students
tackle such topics as ecology, microorganisms,
animals, plants, cells, animals, species, adaptation,
heredity, genetics, and the history of life on Earth.
Lesson activities and assignments help students
discover how scientists investigate the living world.
Physical Science (8th grade) A & B
The Physical Science program introduces students to
many aspects of the physical world, focusing first on
chemistry and then on physics. The course provides an
overview of the physical world and gives students
tools and concepts to think clearly about matter,
atoms, molecules, chemical reactions, motion, force,
momentum, work and machines, energy, waves,
electricity, light, and other aspects of chemistry and
physics. Among other subjects, students study the
structure of atoms; the elements and the Periodic
Table; chemical reactions; forces, including
gravitational, motion, acceleration, and mass; and
energy, including light, thermal, electricity, and
magnetism.

Physical Science (9th grade) A & B:
Students explore the relationship between matter and
energy by investigating force and motion, the structure
of atoms, the structure and properties of matter,
chemical reactions, and the interactions of energy and
matter. Students develop skills in measuring, solving
problems, using laboratory apparatuses, following
safety procedures, and adhering to experimental
procedures. Students focus on inquiry-based learning
with both hands-on laboratory investigations and virtual
laboratory experiences.

Chemistry (10th grade) A & B:
This comprehensive course gives students a solid basis
to move on to future studies. The course provides an indepth survey of all key areas, including atomic structure,
chemical
bonding
and
reactions,
solutions,
stoichiometry, thermochemistry, organic chemistry, and
nuclear chemistry. The course includes direct online
instruction, virtual laboratories, and related
assessments, used with an online problem-solving book.

Biology (11th grade) A & B:
In this comprehensive course, students investigate the
chemistry of living things: the cell, genetics, evolution,
the structure and function of living things, and ecology.
The program consists of in-depth online lessons,
including
extensive
animations,
collaborative
explorations, virtual laboratories, and hands-on
laboratory experiments students can conduct at home.

History & Social Sciences
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

Social Studies (6th grade)
K12 Summit World History I surveys the story of the
human past from the period before written records,
prehistory, through the fourteenth century. The course
is organized chronologically and, within broad eras,
regionally. The course focus is the story of the human
past and change over time, including the development
of religion, philosophy, the arts, and science and
technology. Geography concepts and skills are
introduced as they appear in the context of the
historical narrative.
Students
explore what
archaeologists and historians have learned about the
earliest hunter-gatherers and farmers, and then move
to a study of the four river valley civilizations. After a
brief writing unit, they study the origins of
Confucianism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism and
the eras in which they developed. The second half of
the course traces the story of classical Greece and
Rome, the Byzantine Empire, the origins of Christianity
and Islam, and then continues through the fourteenth
century in Europe, North Africa, and East Asia.
Historical thinking skills are a key component of
Intermediate World History. Students practice
document and art analysis, conduct research, and write
in a variety of formats. They also practice map reading
skills and look at how historians draw conclusions about
the past as well as what those conclusions are.
Social Studies (7th grade)
Continuing a survey of World History from prehistoric
to modern times, K12 online lessons and assessments
complement the second volume of The Human
Odyssey, a textbook series developed and published by
K12. This course focuses on the story of the past from
the fourteenth century to 1917 and the beginning of
World War I. The course is organized chronologically
and, within broad eras, regionally. Lessons explore
developments in religion, philosophy, the arts, and
science and technology.

World History (9th grade) A & B:
In this comprehensive survey of world history from
prehistoric to modern times, students focus in-depth
on the developments and events that have shaped
civilization. The course is organized chronologically
and, within broad eras, regionally. Online lessons
address developments in religion, philosophy, the arts,
science and technology, and political history. The
course also introduces geography concepts and skills
within the context of the historical narrative. Lessons
and assessments complement World History: Our
Human Story, an ebook written and published by K12.
Students are challenged to consider topics in-depth as
they analyze primary sources and maps, create
timelines, and complete other projects—practicing
historical thinking and writing skills as they explore the
broad themes and big ideas of human
history.

Modern World History (10th grade) A & B:
In this comprehensive course, students follow the
history of the world from approximately 1870 to the
present. They begin with a study of events leading up
to 1914, including the Second Industrial Revolution and
the imperialism that accompanied it. Their focus then
shifts to the contemporary era, including two world
wars, the Great Depression, and global Cold War
tensions. Students examine both the staggering
problems and astounding accomplishments of the 20th
century, with a focus on political and social history.
Students also explore physical and human geography
topics, and investigate issues of concern in the
contemporary world. Lessons help students organize
study, explore topics, review in preparation for
assessments, and practice sophisticated skills of
historical thinking and analysis. Activities include
analyzing primary sources and maps, creating
timelines,
completing
projects
and
written
assignments, and conducting independent research.

Social Studies (8th grade)
The first half of a detailed two-year survey of the
history of the United States, this course takes students
from the arrival of the first people in North America
through the Civil War and Reconstruction. Lessons
integrate topics in geography, civics, and economics.
Building on the award-winning series A History of US,
the course guides students through critical episodes in
the story of America. Students investigate Native
American civilizations; follow the path of European
exploration and colonization; assess the causes and
consequences of the American Revolution; examine
the Constitution and the growth of the new nation; and
analyze what led to the Civil War and its aftermath.

U.S. History (11th grade) A & B:
This course is a full-year survey that provides students
with a comprehensive view of American history from
the first migrations of nomadic people to North
America to recent events. Readings are drawn from
K12’s ebook, The American Odyssey: A History of the
United States. Online lessons help students organize
their study, explore topics, review in preparation for
assessments, and practice skills of historical thinking
and analysis. Activities include analyzing primary
sources and maps, creating time lines, completing
projects and written assignments, and conducting
independent research.

State of WA History?

Civics (12th grade):
Civics is the study of citizenship and government. This
one-semester course provides students with a basic
understanding of civic life, politics, and government,
and a short history of government’s foundation and
development in this country. Students learn how
power and responsibility are shared and limited by
government, the impact American politics has on
world affairs, the place of law in the American
constitutional system, and which rights the American
government guarantees its citizens. Students also
examine how the world is organized politically and
how civic participation in the American political
system compares to that in other societies around the
world today.

Health & PE
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

Health 7
Health 7 is a one-semester course for seventh-graders
that builds on content introduced in Health 6. The
course begins with a unit on personal and community
health. The next unit, on prevention and strategies for
risky health behaviors, includes topics such as alcohol
and drug abuse, violence, STDs and HIV infection, and
nutrition and exercise. The third unit covers factors
influencing health practices, behaviors, and attitudes;
in this unit, students explore social factors,
environmental factors, the media, and resources for
health information. The fourth unit presents content to
help students develop their communication skills and
coping mechanisms. The course concludes with a unit
on decision making and life skills for healthy living.

Physical Education:
Through this one-semester credit recovery course,
students learn a wide variety of fitness concepts that
they will be able to use in their everyday life. The course
addresses the fundamentals of physical fitness,
including goal setting and target heart rate. Students
learn about how their body works by studying static
and dynamic balance, linear and rotary motion,
anatomy, and biomechanics. They are introduced to a
variety of lifetime activities, including tennis, golf,
Frisbee, and orienteering. They also learn about
activities to promote cardiorespiratory fitness,
including kickboxing, hip-hop dance, fitness walking,
and cycling. Pilates, yoga, and breathing exercises that
help promote physical and emotional wellness are
addressed as well.
Skills for Health:
This one-semester credit recovery course provides
students with information that will help them live a
more healthy and productive life. The emphasis is on
making healthy personal decisions and getting the
information needed to make those choices. The course
addresses both mental and physical health. Students
learn about nutrition, including food guidelines and
types of food; eating disorders are also covered.
Students learn about first aid and CPR, substance
abuse, and human sexuality. The course also covers
consumer health resources, including government
resources, nonprofit
resources, and health insurance. Students learn how
technology is influencing healthcare, and they examine
the benefits of frequent physical exercise.

Health 8
Designed for the eighth grade, Health 8 gives students
the knowledge and skills necessary to develop and
maintain a healthy lifestyle. In this one-semester
course, students learn health information and practices
for understanding and managing many aspects of their
physical, social, intellectual, spiritual, and emotional
health throughout adolescence and into adulthood.
Topics include nutrition; adolescent development;
pregnancy and childbirth; the prevention of diseases,
injuries, STDs, and AIDS; substances such as alcohol,
drugs, tobacco, and steroids; anxiety disorders;
relationships; responsibility; stress management;
decision making; self-esteem; and consumer health.
Vocabulary quizzes, discussion sessions with peers,
interactive tutorials, lab activities, and interactions with
the teacher supplement the instructional content.
P.E. 6
The sixth grade physical education course introduces
students to health-related fitness components, dance,
team sports, and lifetime activities. Students learn the
essential principles to live a healthy, active lifestyle. The
lessons give students exposure to many activities that
can be incorporated into their daily lives today,
tomorrow, and in the future.
P.E. 7
Students are exposed to diverse activities and learn a
wide variety of fitness concepts that they can use in
their everyday lives. Students learn skills for lifelong
activities, such as strength training and power walking,
as well as several options for aerobic activities. They are

able to measure their progress and accomplishments
through the completion of fitness tests. On completing
this course, students will have the knowledge to stay fit
and active well beyond middle school.
P.E. 8
In the eighth grade physical education course, students
are exposed to various physical activities and fitness
concepts that contribute to their overall physical
activity level. Students learn a multitude of skills that
will accompany them throughout their lives. Skills and
concepts include target heart rate, the basics of fitness
testing, goal setting, flexibility, aerobic/anaerobic
exercise, strength training, and other individual games
and activities, as well as team sports. This course gives
students fitness knowledge and skills that can be
incorporated into their lives now and in the future.

World Languages
MIDDLE
SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL
Spanish I
Students begin their introduction to Spanish by focusing on the four key areas of world
language study: listening, speaking, reading, & writing. The course represents an ideal
blend of language learning pedagogy & online learning. Each unit consists of a new
vocabulary theme & grammar concept, reading and listening comprehension activities,
speaking & writing activities, multimedia cultural presentations, & interactive activities
& practices that reinforce vocabulary & grammar. There is a strong emphasis on providing
context & conversational examples for the language concepts presented in each unit.
Students should expect to be actively engaged in their own language learning; become
familiar with common vocabulary terms & phrases; comprehend a wide range of
grammar patterns; participate in simple conversations & respond appropriately to basic
conversational prompts; analyze & compare cultural practices, products, & perspectives
of various Spanish-speaking countries; & take frequent assessments where their
language progression can be monitored.
Spanish II
Students continue their study of Spanish by further expanding their knowledge of key
vocabulary topics and grammar concepts. Students not only begin to comprehend
listening and reading passages more fully, but they also start to express themselves more
meaningfully in both speaking and writing. Each unit consists of a new vocabulary theme
and grammar concept, reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking and
writing activities, multimedia cultural presentations, and interactive activities and
practices which reinforce vocabulary and grammar. There is a strong emphasis on
providing context and conversational examples for the language concepts presented in
each unit. Students should expect to be actively engaged in their own language learning;
understand common vocabulary terms and phrases; use a wide range of grammar

patterns in their speaking and writing; participate in conversations and respond
appropriately to conversational prompts; analyze and compare cultural practices,
products, and perspectives of various Spanish-speaking countries; and take frequent
assessments by which their language progression can be monitored. By Semester 2, the
course is conducted almost entirely in Spanish.
French I
Students begin their introduction to French by focusing on the four key areas of world
language study: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The course represents an ideal
blend of language learning pedagogy and online learning. Each unit consists of a new
vocabulary theme and grammar concept, reading and listening comprehension activities,
speaking and writing activities, multimedia cultural presentations, and interactive
activities and practices that reinforce vocabulary and grammar. There is a strong
emphasis on providing context and conversational examples for the language concepts
presented in each unit. Students should expect to be actively engaged in their own
language learning; become familiar with common vocabulary terms and phrases;
comprehend a wide range of grammar patterns; participate in simple conversations and
respond appropriately to basic conversational prompts; analyze and compare cultural
practices, products, and perspectives of various French-speaking countries; and take
frequent assessments where their language progression can be monitored.
French II
Students continue their study of French by further expanding their knowledge of key
vocabulary topics and grammar concepts. Students not only begin to comprehend
listening and reading passages more fully, but they also start to express themselves more
meaningfully in both speaking and writing. Each unit consists of a new vocabulary theme
and grammar concept, reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking and
writing activities, multimedia cultural presentations, and interactive activities and
practices which reinforce vocabulary and grammar. There is a strong emphasis on
providing context and conversational examples for the language concepts presented in
each unit. Students should expect to be actively engaged in their own language learning;
understand common vocabulary terms and phrases; use a wide range of grammar
patterns in their speaking and writing; participate in conversations and respond
appropriately to conversational prompts; analyze and compare cultural practices,
products, and perspectives of various French-speaking countries; and take frequent
assessments by which their language progression can be monitored. By semester 2, the
course is conducted almost entirely in French.
American Sign Language (ASL)
Did you know that American Sign Language (ASL) is the third most commonly used
language in North America? American Sign Language: Introduction will introduce you to
vocabulary and simple sentences, so that you can start communicating right away.
Importantly, you will explore Deaf culture – social beliefs, traditions, history, values and
communities
influenced
by
deafness.
American Sign Language 1b: Learn to Sign will introduce you to more of this language and
its grammatical structures. You will expand your vocabulary by exploring interesting
topics like Deaf education and Deaf arts and culture.
American Sign Language 2 goes beyond introductory ASL signs. This course helps
students form structured sentences and explores how expressions can enhance signs to
have meaningful conversations. Students will learn to communicate in everyday
situations while learning vocabulary for descriptions, directions, shopping, and dealing
with emergency situations. Furthermore, the course will teach students about the Deaf

Community, culture, and language. Students will learn about sequencing, transitions,
future tenses, and will be able to tell a story, and ask questions.
American Sign Language 3 dives into more advanced ASL signing, including unique
grammar features and advanced classifiers and locatives. This third-year course
immerses students into Deaf culture and community, by allowing students to compose
and present their new-found vocabulary and narratives. Students will explore how travel,
cultural differences, and geography affect sign language, while learning to form opinions,
and using slang and other idiomatic expressions in ASL. Additionally, students will be able
to advance their signing skills by developing verb tenses, grammar, and syntax. This
course also provides opportunities to debate real-world issues and explore careers
opportunities in ASL.
German:
Must be taken at North Kitsap High School.

Electives
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

Intermediate American Art I A & B
Summit Intermediate American Art 1 includes an
introduction to the artists, cultures, and great works of
art and architecture of North America, from preColumbian times through 1877. Students will study and
create various works, both realistic and abstract,
including sketches, masks, architectural models, prints,
and paintings; investigate the art of the American
Indians, and Colonial and Federal America; and create
artworks inspired by works they learn about, using
many materials and techniques. For example, after
studying John James Audubon’s extraordinary
paintings of birds, students make bird paintings with
realistic color and texture.
Intermediate American Art II A & B
ART06 Summit Intermediate American Art II lessons
include an introduction to the artists, cultures, and
great works of American art and architecture from the
end of the Civil War through modern times. Students
will investigate paintings done in various styles, from
impressionist to pop; learn about modern sculpture
and folk art; discover how photographers and painters
have inspired one another; examine examples of
modern architecture, from skyscrapers to art
museums; and create artworks inspired by works they
learn about.
Intermediate World Art I
ART07 Summit Intermediate World Art I lessons include
an introduction to the artists, cultures, and great works
of world art and architecture from ancient through

Family & Consumer Math
In this course, students develop skills and
knowledge to help them transition into adult roles
within the family. They learn to make wise
consumer choices, prepare nutritious meals,
contribute effectively as part of a team, manage a
household budget, and balance roles of work and
family. They gain an appreciation for the
responsibilities of family members throughout the
life span and the contributions to the well-being
of the family and the community.

Entrepreneurship I:
In this introductory business course, students learn the
basics of planning and launching their own successful
business. Whether they want to start their own moneymaking business or create a non-profit to help others,
this course helps students develop the core skills they
need to be successful. They learn how to come up with
new business ideas, attract investors, market their
business, and manage expenses.

Entrepreneurship II:
In this introductory business course, students learn the
basics of planning and launching their own successful
business. Whether they want to start their own money-

medieval times. Students will investigate how artists
from different civilizations used various techniques,
from painting to mosaic; examine elements of design
and styles of decoration, from the spiral to the solar
disk; and explore some of the best-preserved works
from ancient tombs, including the treasures of Egypt’s
King Tut.
Intermediate World Art II
ART08 Summit Intermediate World Art II lessons
include an introduction to the artists, cultures, and
great works of world art and architecture from the
Renaissance through modern times. Students will study
various works of art from the Renaissance and beyond;
discover great works of art and see how they influenced
later artists; compare and contrast works from many
civilizations, from paintings to sculpture, architecture,
book covers, prints, and more; and create artworks
inspired by works they learn about.

Computer Literacy
In this introductory course, students learn how to use
Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint 2000 to create,
analyze, edit, share and publish information for a
variety of audiences and purposes. Through step-bystep tutorials and a project-based approach to learning,
students become familiar with the key concepts and
basic skills of today’s information technology sector.
Career Exploration I
How do you pick a career path when you’re not sure
what’s even out there? This course allows you to begin
exploring options in fields such as teaching, business,
government, hospitality, health science, IT, and more!
You’ll align your interests, wants, and needs to career
possibilities, including the required education for each.
Let’s find a pathway that works for you.

making business or create a non-profit to help others,
this course helps students develop the core skills they
need to be successful. They learn how to come up with
new business ideas, attract investors, market their
business, and manage expenses.

Consumer Math A & B
In Summit Consumer Math, students’ study and review
arithmetic skills they can apply in their personal lives
and in their future careers. The first semester of the
course begins with a focus on occupational topics; it
includes details on jobs, wages, deductions, taxes,
insurance,
recreation
and
spending,
and
transportation. In the second semester, students learn
about personal finances, checking and savings
accounts, loans and buying on credit, automobile
expenses, and housing expenses. Narrated slideshows
help illustrate some of the more difficult content.
Throughout the course, students participate in online
discussions with each other and their teacher. In
Consumer Math, students study and review arithmetic
skills they can apply in their personal lives and in their
future careers. The first semester of the course begins
with a focus on occupational topics; it includes details
on jobs, wages, deductions, taxes, insurance,
recreation and spending, and transportation. In the
second semester, students learn about personal
finances, checking and savings accounts, loans and
buying on credit, automobile expenses, and housing
expenses. Narrated slideshows help illustrate some of
the more difficult content. Throughout the course,
students participate in online discussions with each
other and their teacher.
Marketing I:
Students discover what it takes to market a product or
service in today’s fast-paced business environment.
They learn the fundamentals of marketing using realworld business examples. They also explore buyer
behavior, marketing research principles, demand
analysis, distribution, financing, pricing, and product
management.
Marketing II:
Students build on the skills and concepts learned in
Marketing 1 to develop a basic understanding of
marketing principles and techniques. The course
encourages students to think like an entrepreneur and
begin preparing for a career in business and marketing.
By the end of the course, students will understand what
it takes to start a small business venture.

Career Exploration I
Imagine that it’s 20 years from now. What career do
you see yourself in? What do you imagine that you’ll be
doing? Will you be fighting forest fires or engineering
the next rocket into space? With all the careers
available, it can be difficult to narrow them down. In
Middle School Career Exploration II we’ll explore more
careers and what it takes to succeed in them. You’ll
learn more about what steps to take to prepare for your
career and how to compare the pros and cons of
different career choices. Finally, you’ll get the chance
to try out parts of different careers to see if you’re a
perfect fit!

Art Appreciation
This one-semester course will introduce learners to the
various forms of the visual arts, such as painting,
sculpture, film, and more. Students will learn how to
look at a work of art, identify and compare key
characteristics in artworks, and understand the role art
has played throughout history. Through hands-on
activities, virtual museum tours, discussion, and
research, learners will develop an overall appreciation
for the art they encounter in their daily lives.

Fine Art
This course combines art history, appreciation, and
analysis, while engaging students in hands-on creative
projects. Lessons introduce major periods and
movements in art history while focusing on
masterworks and the intellectual, technical, and
creative processes behind those works. Studio lessons
provide opportunities for drawing, painting, sculpting,
and other creative endeavors.
Digital Arts 1:
Students learn the elements and principles of design as
well as foundational concepts of visual communication
in this exploratory course. While surveying a variety of
media and art, students use image editing, animation,
and digital drawing to practice the art principles they’ve
learned. They explore career opportunities in the
design, production, display, and presentation of digital
artwork. They respond to the artwork of others and
learn how to combine artistic elements to
create finished pieces that effectively communicate
their ideas.
Digital Arts 2:
Students build on the skills and concepts they learned
in Digital Arts I as they develop their vocabulary of
digital design elements. By the end of the course, they
have created a collection of digital art projects for their
digital design portfolio.
Life Skills
This one-semester elective is designed to increase
students’ knowledge of and ability in using the skills
necessary for everyday living. Life Skills emphasizes
defining personal values, goal-setting and planning, and
solving problems. Instructional material focuses on
dealing with media and peer pressure, communicating
and relationships, working with others, avoiding and/or
resolving conflict, decision-making, wellness and
personal safety, aspects of good citizenship,
environmental awareness, and how students can

contribute to their own community. The course is
organized in six units that cover the following topics:
Course Introduction, Thinking about Yourself, Thinking
for Yourself, Taking Care of Yourself, Caring for Your
Relationships, and Caring about Your World.

Achieving Your College and Career Goals
Students explore their options for life after high school
and implement plans to achieve their goals. They
identify their aptitudes, skills, and preferences and
explore a wide range of potential careers. They
investigate the training and education required for the
career of their choice and create a plan to be sure that
their work in high school is preparing them for the next
step. They also receive practical experience in essential
skills such as searching and applying for college,
securing financial aid, writing a resume and cover
letter, and interviewing for a job. This course is geared
toward 11th and 12th graders.
Students interested in taking advanced courses, please consult with the NKOA counselor. Advanced courses
are taught by Stride Learning Solutions instructors. In general, the following advanced courses are available:

English 9 Honors
English 10 Honors
AP Literature and Composition
AP Language and Composition
Pre calc and Trigonometry
Probability and Statistics
Calculus
AP Biology
AP Environmental Science
Physics
AP World History
AP U.S. Government and Politics

CTE
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

Not available at these
grade levels.

Animal Science
Life Science

Credit Recovery Courses
MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

Not available at these
grade levels.

Art Contract
British & World Literature
American Literature
Genius Hour
English 9 & 10
U.S. Government
Consumer Math
Literature
Animal Science
Career Choices
Health
WA State History

Alternative Programs
CHOICE ACADEMY, North Kitsap School District
Choice Academy is an in person learning program and provides opportunities to accomplish
educational goals. Our program is designed to accommodate students with a smaller learning
environment promoting relationships and community building, hands on and project based
learning, and a focus on helping students stay on pace or get caught up with regard to meeting
graduation requirements. Students who enroll in the Choice Academy will be able to earn initial
credit for all core classes, electives and CTE using a blended curriculum and learning model that
will include online curriculum and in class curriculum taught by certified instructors. They may
also earn credit recovery through online curriculum and tutoring help and guidance.
ADULT HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION PROGRAM at Olympic College
If circumstances prevent you from earning your NKOA diploma, the adult high school completion
program through Olympic College could be the program for you. The program uses the state
requirement of 20 credits distributed among English, mathematics, science, physical education,
occupational and electives. At least 10 college credits (equivalent to 2 high school credits) must
be completed at Olympic College with a 2.0 or “C” average, regardless of how many credits you
need to earn your diploma. Contact your counselor for more information.
GENERAL EQUIVALENCY DIPLOMA (GED)
You must be at least 16 years old to take the GED test. If you are under the age of 19, you must
have a release from your high school. All GED testers must attend an information session prior
totesting. The test consists of five parts, including writing, reading, mathematics (Part I and II),
science and social studies. Call Olympic College or contact your counselor for more information.
WASHINGTON YOUTH ACADEMY (WYA)
WYA is a division of the National Guard Youth Program. This is a state-run residential and postresidential program for 16-19 year olds who have dropped out of high school or are at risk of
dropping out. The program incorporates a highly structured format with an emphasis on student
discipline and personal responsibility to provide a positive, safe, and secure learning
environment. Contact your counselor for more information or checkout www.mil.wa.gov/youthacademy.

JOB CORPS
Job Corps is a vocational training program administered by the U.S. Department of Labor that
assists young adults, ages 16-24, to become more independent, obtain a good job and earn a
living. Students enroll to learn a trade, earn a high school diploma or GED and get help finding a
good job. After joining the program, students are paid a monthly allowance. Job Corps provides
career counseling and transition support to its students for up to twelve months after they
graduate from the program. To enroll in Job Corps, students must meet the following
requirements:
• Be 16 through 24
• Be a U.S. citizen or legal resident
• Meet income requirements
• Be ready, willing and able to participate fully in an educational environment
• See website: www.jobcorps.gov
West Sound Technical Skills Center
West Sound Tech is a ten-school district educational cooperative serving students in the
Bremerton, Central Kitsap, Chimacum, North Kitsap, North Mason, Peninsula, Quilcene,
Bainbridge Island, South Kitsap and Port Townsend School Districts providing advanced career
and technical programming preparing students for career and college.
WST provides opportunity for students between the ages of 16 and 21 or in grades 11 or 12 to
engage in advanced career and technical education programming as part of the public
educational system at no cost to the student. This provides students with the opportunity to get
a jump-start on a post-secondary education and introduction to living-wage career opportunities.
Our students learn the technical knowledge and skills to prepare them for advanced placement
in apprenticeships, technical schools, two- and four- year colleges and universities, or go directly
to entry-level employment in their career interest area.
For current class offerings, visit www.westsoundtech.org.
Classes as of June 2022:
Esthetics: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/esthetics
3D Animation & Gaming: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/3d-animation-gaming
Automotive Technology: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/automotive-technology

Collision Repair Technology: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/collision-repair-technology
Construction Careers: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/construction-careers
Cosmetology: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/cosmetology
Criminal Justice: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/criminal-justice
Culinary Arts: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/culinary-arts
Professional Medical Careers: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/professional-medicalcareers
HVAC: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/hvac
Fire Science: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/fire-science
Welding: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/welding
Year-Long Satellite Maritime Operations Program: https://www.westsoundtech.org/page/wstyear-long-satellite-maritime-operations-program-at-pt-townsend

CONGRATULATIONS!
Now that you have read through the handbook, there’s only one more step. Fill out the form to
acknowledge you’ve received, read, and understand the handbook.

