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Our vision is to develop happy, high achieving students and staff

a message from the principal and
assistant principal

Hi CVE Families,
We love our job and the community we serve. We are super
grateful to have completed this first quarter of the school year
with you! We have persevered together and will draw upon that
resilience to start another quarter as a Cactus Valley Family. We have so much information to
share. Please reach out with any questions, comments, or concerns.
BOY DATA
As CVE teachers have reviewed both reading and math data from the beginning of the past
three school years, we are recognizing that time spent away from school due to the COVID
pandemic has absolutely had a negative impact on student achievement. CVE has adopted
core intervention programs to support both reading and math achievement. For reading, our
kindergarten classrooms will integrate Superkids Phonemic Awareness to support early
literacy skills that have proven to be weak as our students move through the grade levels in
elementary school. First grade through third grade classrooms will be embedding 95% Core
Phonics to help close gaps in phonics application to reading, spelling and written text. Our
fourth and fifth grade classrooms are focused on small group instruction with a variety of
programs to best address their individual student needs. CVE is lucky to have a math
intervention called Bridges. All grade levels will be using this intervention to address skill gaps
that are applicable to the acquisition of grade level math concepts. Teachers and paraprofessionals have been formally trained and CVE is excited to see the effects of this
program. As always - CVE will remain focused on the vision of developing happy, high
achieving students and staff!
MASKS

The COVID-19 pandemic has been a continuing challenge, and there are lingering effects that
must still be considered to maintain the health and safety of our school community. CVE is
excited to remain fully in person! We will continue to work through our mask mandate, and
ensure you that we are respectfully guiding our students as we maneuver through this new
expectation. Thank you for your continued support, and for ensuring your students come to
school with a mask on a daily basis. We appreciate you as our parent community!
HOMEWORK
CVE surveyed classroom teachers, parents, and completed research about homework to align
a policy that best fits our student and family’s needs. CVE believes homework should not
negatively impact a family dynamic, and research is unable to prove that homework positively
impacts student learning. If your child is struggling in any academic content area, a teacher
will be available to provide extra practice that can be completed with adults at home.
Otherwise - CVE students may choose to be reading to help our whole school work towards a
common goal which leads to participation in a monthly incentive reading program. For the
month of September, any students that read at home will receive an ice-cream treat on
Thursday, October 7th. For the month of October we will formally set a school-wdie reading
goal. Our classrooms will be voting on either wrapping their principals like a mummy with
toilet paper, OR having the principals come to the classroom to do the Chicken Dance with
them! Please keep your eyes open for your child’s reading bookmark which comes home
weekly!
VOCABULARY PARADE
On October 29th, we will celebrate our annual Vocabulary Day. To increase our students’
vocabulary, we’re asking all students to add a word to their costume or build their costume
around a fun vocabulary word. For example, if your child already has his Spiderman costume,
he’d just need to add a sign with a word such as “Brave.” Perhaps your child wants to do
something more creative. How about dressing up as the word, “puzzled” and then creating a
costume that represents that word? Have an entertaining time creating your costume.
Remember, we will not allow violent or gory costumes. We look forward to this magnificent
event! Parents will be invited to see the parade and our teachers will reach out wispecific
times as the day gets closer.

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
CVE believes Parent-teacher conferences play a significant role in enhancing your child's
education. It is an effective way for parents as well as teachers to discuss how your child has
been doing in school. CVE also believes these meetings can be used as a mode of motivating
kids to do better. Our goal is to have 100% of our families participate in Parent/Teacher
Conferences which take place the week of October 18th through 21st. If you have not yet
arranged a formal appointment with your child’s teacher please contact them directly or call
the front office at (970)665-7850. We can’t wait to see you either virtually or in-person.
CVE WANTS YOU!
Successful parent involvement can be defined as the active, ongoing participation of a parent
or primary caregiver in the education of his or her child. Parents can demonstrate involvement
AT HOME by reading with their children, helping with homework, and discussing school

events-or at school. Parent involvement at school can be demonstrated AT SCHOOL by
attending functions such as PTA, or volunteering in classrooms. We would LOVE to see more
parents in our school! If you are interested in joining us in the education of your child, please
contact Kathy Terri in the front office to acquire the proper paperwork to begin the process of
volunteering.
As the administrative team, we can’t thank you enough for believing in CVE as the place to
share your children every day. We are here for you, and please reach out to us anytime.

Kelly Detlefsen Simone Richardson
Principal Assistant Principal
(970)665-7859 (970)665-7515

’

counselor s corner

Happy Fall!! It’s hard to believe that Quarter one is almost over.
October is World No Bully Month. We will be promoting
kindness and inclusion all month.
In character education this is what your students have been
learning and what they will learn in October.
In 4th and 5th grade in September, we worked on being
respectful learners and the importance of kindness in the
classroom and out in the world.
For October, in 5th grade, we will watch a video from Second
Step about being upstanders.
In 4th grade we will read the story “My Secret Bully” by Trudy
Ludwig and discuss how to spot bullying within friendships and
how to stop it.
In September, 2nd and 3rd grade focused on being respectful
learners by keeping their bodies still and giving their full
attention to the speaker.
In October, 3rd grade will read “Just Kidding” by Trudy Ludwig,
which captures the difference between good-natured teasing
and destructive teasing that turns into bullying.
In 2nd grade we will read “The Juice Box Bully” by Bob Sornson
which empowers kids to stand up for others

In September, 1st grade reviewed Kelso’s choices and practiced
Kelso’s strategies to help them solve small problems by using
their words.
In October, 1st grade will read “Bully Beans” by Julia Cook,
which teaches kids to be upstanders for others.
Now that Kindergarten understands big problems vs small
problems, they will learn some of Kelso’s strategies to help
them solve their own small problems.
Totes for Hope is a program run through the River Center that
gives families 6-7 non perishable food items weekly and is
distributed on Wednesdays. If you are a family that could use
the supplemental food, please contact me and I can get you
signed up. If your family needs emotional support or other
types of assistance, contact me, Amy Chabin, at 970-665-7764
or achabin@garfieldre2.net.

pe news

Thank you to all the kids for working so hard in PE this quarter.
Please continue to remember to wear your PE shoes. Another
slight change, we will be spending a lot more of our PE time
outside playing games and activities so please remember to
bring whatever you might need for outdoor activities. This will
continue throughout the year. If you needed an item (coat, hat,
boots, etc) for recess that day, please also bring it to PE with you.
Thank you all for being so great!

Nate Barth
PE Teacher
CVE

music notes

Hello families,
Thank you so much for sharing your amazing children with
CVE. We have had to change the programming for
performances again this year. However, last year we put on
steller plays so we will continue to give students the
opportunity to SHINE! In music class we have had to put a hold
on our musical, and turn our attention to smaller group
performances. We are gearing up for a unit called It’s Your
Time to Shine . This lets your child work within a small group
to create a performance. I will film these performances and
post them on DOJO as soon as we have dates set. All of the
music standards are being covered and the expectation is to
participate in class. They have discovered how to find ways to
appreciate music and then be able to show it.
It has been a pleasure to have each student in class, and I’m
excited to keep discovering how to reach each student through
music.

Musically yours,
Jennetta Howell
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