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(Above): A young student at St. Teresa of Calcutta served as a
liturgical minister during their Thanksgiving prayer service.

(Above): These St. Patrick Fine Arts students were well
prepared to serve at the school Opening Mass which was held
at St. Martha’s Parish.

Making Our Mark:
Journey of an
Intentional Disciple
Beginning the Journey
“Be still, and know that I am God…” (Psalm 46:10)

(Above): In our schools, Holy Spirit students learn how
important it is to serve in parish ministries. Our students
who have been confirmed are encouraged to be trained as
Eucharistic Ministers. Here a young student at Father Leonard
Van Tighem was able to share the gift of the Eucharist with her
school community.

(Above): School Masses are very important to us. Here,
Fr. Kevin Tumback entered to celebrate Mass with the staff and
students of Catholic Central High.

LEARNING LEADERSHIP TEAM

Holy Spirit Catholic Schools is blessed to have administrators who are strongly committed to their vocation as Catholic leaders.
(Above left): Joann Bartley, Director of Religious Education, shared the details of the 2019-2020 faith plan theme, Beginning the
Journey, with all school leaders at the beginning of the school year. (Centre): Thirty-one administrators gathered in Red Deer
for the Marked by God: Leadership in Alberta Catholic Schools conference. This year’s theme was “The Head, The Heart & The
Soul of Catholic Education.” (Above right): Each month, our Learning Leadership Team, comprised of senior and school-based
administrators, gathers for a full day meeting at St. Basil Catholic Education Centre. The first hour is always devoted to the faith
formation of our team.
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It is an exciting time for us in Holy Spirit as we begin our next
3 year faith plan — Making Our Mark: Journey of an Intentional
Disciple. This year, as you can see by the beautiful graphic
created by one of our St. Francis teachers, Katherine Domes,
we are Beginning the Journey. We are looking ahead to see
how we will use all that we have learned on this new road
we are taking. We don’t know what lies ahead, but we do know
that God is present with us on this beautiful journey. We have
everything it takes to be good disciples of Christ but as we begin
“Making Our Mark”, now is the time to be even more intentional about how
we go about making a difference in the world.
This year, we will be answering the call to be intentional disciples by Being Mindful of
God’s Presence and Being Prayerful. For us, being mindful is simply recognizing that God
is present always, that every moment is a holy moment. He is with us intimately in our
participation in the sacraments and during times of prayer. Being prayerful in our schools
is one of the most beautiful gifts of Catholic Education. Jesus is our model of prayer —
he prayed alone, he prayed with others, he prayed with words, he prayed silently. He
spoke and he listened. The most important thing that our staff and our students
can do is to pray often, for that is how we nurture our relationship with God and
remind ourselves of His constant presence.
We are excited to share our journey with our parish family. Please
pray for us!
- Joann Bartley, Director of Religious Education

Opening Mass

(Left): Our school year began as we
gathered together at Catholic Central High
and celebrated our Division Opening Mass
for all staff. We were blessed to have Bishop
McGrattan as our celebrant.

(Above): Three high school students from St. Mary’s Taber
demonstrated corporal works of mercy recently by serving the
hungry at the Lethbridge Soup Kitchen.

(Above): St. Francis Junior High has a prayer wall where staff,
students, and parents can offer a prayer of petition, blessing,
intercession, or thanksgiving. Many also take the time to read
the prayers and reflections that others have offered.

Be mindful...Be prayerful
As our Calls to Action this year are to be prayerful
and mindful of God’s presence, we decided to
begin our school year by offering our prayers for
the year.

Please
pray
for. .

(Above): The St. Patrick Taber lunchtime prayer group created
their beginning of the year blessing cards to hang throughout the
school.

(Above): This year, St. Paul has a community Prayer Wall
where everyone can offer prayers. Every Monday morning,
staff members gather together in prayer and then pray for the
submitted intentions.

(Above): Fr. Kevin Tumback
ensures he always greets
students after our school
Masses. Here the École St.
Mary students say hello!

(Above): While at camp,
Grade 6 students at
Our Lady of the Assumption
engaged in activities to
prepare them to be faith
leaders in their school.

(Above): Students from Catholic Central High, St. Francis,
St. Paul, and St. Patrick Fine Arts blended their beautiful
voices together and sang as a joint choir at the Southern
Alberta Bishop’s Dinner.

Prior to Opening Mass, bookmarks were
handed out to staff, allowing them to
prayerfully reflect on what they would like us
to pray for this year. Prayers ranged from
personal family needs, to prayers for staff
and students, to global issues. These
prayers were brought forward at the Offertory
during our Opening Mass. The bookmarks
were then randomly redistributed to staff to
place in their Bible or Book of Prayers/
Devotions as a constant reminder to pray for
that staff member’s request throughout the
school year.

(Above left): The staff of St. Teresa of Calcutta showed us all how to lead with love as they hosted this year’s Opening Mass.
They took to the task with a smile on their faces and hearts ready to serve. (Above centre): Our Board Chair, Judy Lane,
brought greetings to staff from the Board of Trustees. Superintendent Chris Smeaton provided opening remarks and Joanne
Polec, principal of Catholic Central High, welcomed us into their school for the day. (Above right): The Share the Mission Award
recipients, Darla Machacek from St. Patrick Taber and Nicole Wilson from The Children of St. Martha, were both recognized for
being beautiful examples of staff who provide exemplary service to school, parish, and community.

