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The Connecticut IB Academy (CIBA) is an authorized International 
Baccalaureate (IB) World School,© an internationally-recognized 
educational model that focuses on depth, breadth and developing 
learners as independent, internationally-minded thinkers and problem 
solvers. The IB is a course of study that exceeds traditional academic 
boundaries and extends far beyond the classroom. 

Contrary to common belief, while the IB emphasizes international 
mindedness, it is not in itself an international studies program, but rather 
a rich, broad academic program that encourages learners to connect 
their knowledge to the world around them, whether in the sciences, 
mathematics or humanities. The IB programmes have a high level of 
respect and recognition among the world’s leading higher education 
institutions which may result in advanced course standing, course credit, 
scholarships and other admissions related benefits for CIBA students. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The Connecticut IB Academy promotes academic excellence and social development 
through the IB learner profile and rigorous, student-centered learning experiences. 
By fostering international mindedness, students are empowered to consider diverse 
perspectives and make a difference in the world through service and action. 

About Us 

Connecticut IB Academy 
857 Forbes Street 

East Hartford, CT 06118 
U.S.A. 

Scire non satis est 
To Know is Not Enough 



 
 

 

 
    

     
    

 

CIBA has 
consistently been 
recognized for its 
excellence 

•   National Blue Ribbon 
School 

•   Magnet Schools of 
America Top Secondary  
Magnet School 
of Excellence 

•   Magnet School of 
Excellence 

•   Magnet School of 
Distinction 

Noteworthy Accolades 
2022 U.S. News and World Report 
#2 Connecticut High School 
#1 Hartford, CT Metro Area High School 

2023 Niche 
#4 Most Diverse Public High School in CT 
#17 Best College Prep Public High School 

2022 GreatSchools 
College Success Award 

2020 U.S. News and World Report 
#1 Connecticut High School 

2017 Washington Post 
America’s Most Challenging High Schools 

2017 U.S. State Department 
Medallion Partner in Global Dipolmacy 

Academics 

Education for 
International 
Mindedness 
Education for international 
mindedness values the world 
as the broadest context 
for learning, develops 
conceptual understanding 
across a range of subjects 
and offers opportunities to 
inquire, act and reflect. 

CIBA’s Philosophy of Teaching and Learning 
The Connecticut IB Academy’s philosophy of teaching and learning aligns with the approaches supported by recent research on best 
practices in international education as well as the standards and practices advocated by the International Baccalaureate. 

As an International Baccalareate World School© authorized to offer the Middle Years Programme (grades 9 & 10) and the Diploma 
Programme (grades 11 & 12), CIBA believes that students can achieve at a high level through collaboration with their peers and 
teachers using a rigorous curriculum that allows them to construct meaning and make sense of the world. Students at CIBA are highly 
motivated to succeed and are encouraged to develop themselves as inquiring, knowledgeable, principled and caring people who 
want to make a difference in the world through a broad understanding of global issues, intercultural understanding and respect. 

Teaching and learning at CIBA are centered on the student’s exploration of the world around them through the various disciplines and 
through interdisciplinary study. The International Baccalaureate approach weaves together depth of content understanding with 
conceptual study through real world connections, defined as “global contexts.” Students not only develop academic skills, but they 
work on their social, emotional and metacognitive skills through explicit practice in communication, social, self-management, 
research, and thinking. CIBA’s mission is to empower students as caring, ethical young people with a passion for learning and a 
well-developed sense of international mindedness. 



                                                         

  

  

    

    

  

IB Programme Models Course Matrix 
Grade 9/MYP 4 Grade 10/MYP 5 Grade 11/ DP I Grade 12/DP 2 

Group 1 

Language and   
Literature 

Language and Literature Language and Literature English (Literature) (HL) English (Literature) (HL) 

Group 2 

Language 

Acquisition 

Spanish 1 Spanish 2 Spanish 3 (SL) Spanish 4 (SL) 

Chinese 1 Chinese 2 Chinese 3 (SL) Chinese 4 (SL) 

Group 3 

Individuals and 

Societies 

United States and the World Government and Global Issues History of the Americas  (HL) Topics in World History (HL) 

Design Technology 
Information Technology in a 

Digital Society (HL) 
Information Technology in a 

Global Society (HL) 

Group 4 

Sciences 

Integrated Sciences Biology (HL) Biology (HL) 

Chemistry Chemistry (SL) Chemistry (SL) 

Physical and Health Education Physical and Health Education 

MYP 4 Standard Mathematics MYP 5 Standard Mathematics 
Mathematics: Applications and 

Interpretation (SL) 
Mathematics: Applications and 

Interpretation (SL) Group 5 

Mathematics MYP 4 Extended Mathematics MYP 5 Extended Mathematics 
Mathematics: Analysis and 

Approaches (SL) 
Mathematics: Analysis and 

Approaches (SL) 

Group 6 

The Arts 
Art Visual Arts (SL) Visual Arts (SL) 

MYP/DP Core 
Personal Project 

Service as Action 

Personal Project 

Service as Action 

Theory of Knowledge I 

Creativity, Activity, Service 

Extended Essay 

Theory of Knowledge II 

Creativity, Activity, Service 

Extended Essay 
Online Courses Apex Apex Apex/Pamoja Apex/Pamoja 

Other Band/Orchestra Band/Orchestra Band/Orchestra Band/Orchestra 

Group 

Language and   

Group 

Acquisitio

Group 

Language and   

Grades 9 & 10 Grades 11 & 12 
Authorized on 6.13.17 Authorized on 7.24.00 



 

Higher Education 
CIBA, a public magnet school, has received numerous accolades for its rigorous 
curriculum and preparation for college and careers. CIBA has been listed as a top 
high school in the United States by organizations such as U.S. News and World 
Report, the Washington Post, Newsweek, The Niche and The Daily Beast for more 
than ten years. In 2022, CIBA ranked as #1 in the state for College Curriculum 
Breadth. It has received the College Success Award by GreatSchools every year 
since 2019. 

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) Diploma Programme (DP) is recognized and 
respected by top universities around the world, and evidence suggests that higher 
rates of IB students go on to higher education study than non-IB students. Many 
colleges and universities also award college credits for doing well on IB exams. 

CIBA students apply to colleges and universities as candidates for the IB diploma. 
Thus, giving them an advantage in the admissions process. CIBA students regularly 
matriculate at the top colleges and universities around the world. 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES THAT CIBA STUDENTS HAVE ATTENDED 

Boston University Georgetown University Princeton University University of North Carolina 
Brown University Hofstra University Purdue University University of Notre Dame 
Clarke Institute of Technology Howard University Quinnipiac University University of Pennsylvania 
Cornell Unversity Johns Hopkins University Rochester Institute of Technology University of Saint Andrews 
Dartmouth College Middlebury College Rutgers University Vassar College 
Fashion Institute of Technology New York University Smith College Williams Providence College 
Fordham University Northeastern University Stanford University Wellesley College 
George Mason University Penn State University University of Connecticut Yale University 

Clubs & Activities 
CLUBS 
Abelon 
CIBA for Social Justice 
College Essay Club 
Future Problem Solvers 
Gender Sexuality Alliance 
Human Rights, Debate & Action 
Judo 
National Chinese Honors Society 
National Honors Society 
Poetry Club 
Student Advisory Board/Interact 
Technology Club 
Yearbook 

ACTIVITIES 
Cultural Celebrations 
Making Strides 
Night of 1000 Dinners 
Rebuilding Together 
Source to Sea 
Spirit Days 
Team Building 



FALL SPORTS 
Badminton (girls) 
Cheerleading (boys & girls) 
Cross Country (boys & girls) 
Football 
Soccer (boys & girls) 
Swimming & Diving (girls) 
Volleyball (girls) 

WINTER SPORTS 
Basketball (boys & girls) 
Cheerleading (boys & girls) 
Indoor Track 
Swimming (boys) 
Wrestling 

SPRING SPORTS 
Baseball 
Golf 
Softball 
Tennis (boys & girls) 
Track 
Volleyball (boys) 

Athletics Fine and 
Connecticut IB Academy students are eligible to try out and play any sport 
offered at East Hartford High School. Performing Arts 

Fine Arts are offered at CIBA as IB courses. Connecticut IB Academy 
students are eligible to play in the band or orchestra with East Hartford 
High School students during the school day as one of their electives. 

Band 
Orchestra 
Marching Band 
Visual Arts 



 

 
 

 
  

 
   

 
 

  

“My experience at CIBA has been transforming. CIBA Student Testimonials has not only helped me to expand my knowledge, but 
has taught me life skills such as time management, 
organization and preparation. Although I am not yet “Even though I am new here as a sophomore, I love it at CIBA. 
done with my senior year, I feel very confident that I am Everyone treats you like family. The teachers make sure that 
well-prepared for college.” you’re learning the concepts by doing various activities.” 

“CIBA is challenging but shapes you into not only a 
better student, but a better person. As you go through 
your four years here, you will have memories both 
good and bad, but the relationships you form with “My time at CIBA has opened my eyes to the 
your teachers, as well as your peers, compel you to opportunities around me. I couldn’t imagine going into 
succeed. We’re more than just a school; we’re a family.” life without the support CIBA has provided me with.” 

“Being at CIBA has been a great experience. The work “Connecticut IB Academy or CIBA is a really amazing 
that you have to do pays off, you make really great school filled with creative thinkers. When I first arrived 
friends, and you get to know the teachers very well. at CIBA I was so nervous because I didn’t know anyone 
As long as you don’t procrastinate, you will have a there but one hour later, it was like a family. We all grow 
good time at CIBA.” here together.” 

“CIBA is a place 
filled with kind, 
loving teachers 
who really care 

about your learning.” 



  

 
  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

FAQs 
Who can apply to attend CIBA? 
•  Any student residing in Connecticut who is currently in grade 8 

(or grade 9 depending upon seat availability) can apply. 

•  Connecticut students are only accepted through an annual 
placement process that is regulated, administered, and supervised 
by the Connecticut State Department of Education’s (CSDE) 
Regional School Choice Office (RSCO) in compliance with the 
Sheff vs. O’Neill decree and Settlement Agreement. 

How do I apply for a seat at CIBA? 
•  Prospective students and their families should attend one of the CIBA Open Houses to ensure that CIBA is a good 

fit. Prospective students and their families should also shadow a CIBA student for a day. Shadowing appointments 
can be scheduled by calling the CIBA main office at 860-622-5590. 

•  Prospective students and families should visit the CSDE website at rsco2.ct.gov to complete an application during 
the application period. 

•  Families are notified if the prospective student has been offered at seat. 

•  Parents/guardians must register their students at East Hartford Public School district’s Central Registration 
Office, 734 Tolland Street, as soon as possible after they have accepted the seat through RSCO. 

Are there any placement preferences in the RSCO process? 
• CIBA offers a preference to siblings of any current CIBA student. 

• CIBA has agreements with area towns and sets aside a certain number of seats for students from 
Hartford, Manchester, Ellington, Tolland, Vernon, RHAM and Coventry. 

• CIBA has a pathway for students from Sunset Ridge Middle School in East Hartford because we have an 
IB programme partnership. 

• CIBA has a Pathway School agreement with Breakthrough South Magnet School. 

How does transportation work? 
•  East Hartford residents are transported on East Hartford Public School district’s’ buses. 

• Students living outside of East Hartford, but within the RSCO 
Transportation zone, are provided transportation through RSCO 
Transportation. 

• Students outside of East Hartford and the RSCO Transportation zone 
must provide their own transportation to CIBA or to a bus stop within 
the RSCO Transportation zone. 

http:rsco2.ct.gov


Ms. Michelle Marion, Interim Principal 
Mr. Travis Marciniak, IB Coordinator 
Mr. Christopher Rowe, School Counselor 
Mr. Robert Spiller, School Counselor 

857 Forbes Street 
East Harford, CT 06118 
Tel: 860.622.5590 
Fax: 860.622.5555 

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 
SINCE 1999 

We’re on the web! 
ciba.easthartford.org 

Follow us on Twitter & Instagram
                 @CTIBAcademy 

http:ciba.easthartford.org

