Louise A. Conley Elementary School
100 Forest Street, Whitman, MA 02382

Welcome to Conley School
Dear Families,
At the Louise A. Conley School, we believe that smart isn’t something you are; it is something you
become. We strive to provide our students with the highest quality instruction based on proven practice
and research. We use data to drive our instruction and work diligently to ensure that our students receive
the education they will need to become strong members of the community.
This is our Conley School Pledge; we recite it every day on our school news program: I must work hard
today to get smarter in every way, helped by my family, my teachers and my friends. If I make some
mistakes, I have what it takes to keep trying until I really succeed.
The five minutes it takes us to reflect in the morning is often all a child, or staff member, needs to reset for
the day and get into school mode. We talk about a “Growth Mindset”, as opposed to a “Fixed Mindset.”
Someone with a fixed mindset believes that a person is born smart and that nothing they do will change
that. But a person with a growth mindset believes that with hard work, anything can be accomplished and
that mistakes help our brains grow stronger. That is our message to our students. Our staff share their own
stories with students as a way to model and remind students that we all make mistakes and that our
mistakes are what help our brains to grow.
We are always looking for ways to meet the needs of our students and to make learning meaningful and
engaging. We provide learning opportunities for all our students by promoting creativity, curiosity and
exploration and by educating the whole child, academically, socially and emotionally. We want to partner
with you to raise not just good students but good citizens.
Best,
Mrs. Downey

Conley Phone 781-618-7050
Conley Fax
781-618-7092

Ms. Kelly Molito (Main Office)
Administrative Assistant
781-618-7050 ext. 0
kelly.molito@whrsd.org
Ms. Karen Downey
Principal
karen.downey@whrsd.org
Ms. Christine Ahearn
Assistant Principal
christine.ahearn@whrsd.org

GENERAL INFORMATION
A lot of the information below can also be found on the district website www.whrsd.org
and/or the elementary school handbook.
https://www.whrsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=18535568&pageId=19990302

Conley School Hours
8:40am- 2:40pm
Note: Doors open at 8:25 am for students
who are walkers or are being dropped off.
All students should be in the building by
8:40 AM. If a student is dropped off after
8:40, an adult must bring them into the
Conley main office and sign them in late.
Early Release Days

Dismissal at Conley on early release days is 11:35 pm
Breakfast is offered as well as snack time on Early Release Days. Bagged lunches are
available to take home upon request on early release days- contact your child’s teacher and
ask that your child take home a bagged lunch on all early release days.
A printable district calendar is available on the district website www.whrsd.org showing
early release and no school dates.
https://www.whrsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=18535568&pageId=18535624

Before and After Care
Before and after school care is available through the YMCA.
Contact the Old Colony YMCA for more information.
508-833-4796
https://www.whrsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=18535568&pageId=19990296
Absences/Tardy (late)
Please call the Conley main office (781-618-7050), if your
child is going to be absent or late. You will be prompted
to leave a message on the recorded absence line. On the
day that your child returns to school, please send in a note
stating the day(s) that he/she was absent and reason for the
absence.
If you are unable to leave a message in English email
Conley’s administrative assistant kelly.molito@whrsd.org or school nurse
julie.cacciatore@whrsd.org, to notify the school that your child will be absent or late and
the reason.
Note: If your child visits the doctor during their time out, please send in the doctor's note
when your child returns to school. If your child misses five school days in a row, a doctor’s
note is required for them to return to school.
If you have any questions whether or not your child should return to school due to a
medical diagnosis, please contact Nurse Julie Cacciatore at julie.cacciatore@whrsd.org or
call 781-618-7050 x 1356
More information can be found at www.whrsd.org under health services.
https://www.whrsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=18535568&pageId=19966592

Dismissal changes, including picking up your child
early.
For changes in dismissal, please notify the Conley
School by 12pm on the day of the change. You may send
in a note, or email your child’s teacher or the main office
if your child’s transportation is different for dismissal
time. You can also leave a message with the main office
(781-618-7050).
Examples of dismissal changes include:
● picking your child up early from the main office
● picking your child up at parent pick up instead of them taking the bus home
● someone else is picking up your child
● your child is staying after school for an activity
Note: All adults picking up students need parent/guardian
permission as well as a photo ID (such as a driver’s license).
You can add pick up contacts for your child through your Parent
Infinite Campus account
https://campus.whrsd.org/campus/portal/whitmanhanson.jsp and/or
contacting the Conley main office, kelly.molito@whrsd.org or your
child’s teacher.
Snow Days/Change in Schedule
In case of inclement weather school may be canceled or delayed.
Messages will be sent via phone call and email, posted on school
website www.whrsd.org, as well as texts via Talking Points for
non-English speaking families.
The emails and telephone numbers for these notifications are the
addresses and numbers listed in your Parent Infinite Campus
account.
https://campus.whrsd.org/campus/portal/whitmanhanson.jsp

Transfers-Moving
If you are moving, please let the Conley main office know as soon as possible
(781-618-7050) your moving date and the new address. If you are moving to a different
town/state, you will need to fill out a records release form at the new school to have student
records transferred.

Open House
There is a Conley Open House each year the day before school begins. Here your child
will be able to visit their classroom and meet their teacher(s)
https://www.whrsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=18535568&pageId=24365500

Breakfast/Lunch
LUNCHES AND BREAKFAST CONTINUE TO BE FREE OF CHARGE FOR ALL
STUDENTS, REGARDLESS OF INCOME FOR THE
2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR.
Funding for this program is provided by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Child Nutrition Program, due to the economic
effects of the Covid pandemic.
Additional snacks to go with lunch such as chips and ice cream
are not included in the Federal-funded program and need to be
purchased with cash or using Payment Plus to prepay See
below for details.

Meal Accounts
Every student has a meal account. Money can be deposited into your child’s account in two
ways to prepay for lunch (no charge for 2021-2022) and additional snacks:

#1 Send a check payable to WHRSD Cafe (or cash) in a sealed envelope with your child
to school, labeled with your child’s first and last name, or
#2 Set up an account through
www.mypaymentsplus.com or
https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
Notes about MY PAYMENTS PLUS:
● You will need your child’s 5 digit school ID#
to set up payments through mypaymentsplus.
You can find your child’s ID# in your Parent Infinite Campus Account. Your child’s
ID# is also your child’s 5 digit password to log into their school computer account
(your child will most likely know what that number is). You can also call the Duval
main office to find out your child’s ID#. (781-618-7055)
● Putting money into your child’s GENERAL category will allow your child to
purchase lunch (no charge for 2021-2022) and additional SNACKS to go with their
lunch, such as chips and ice cream.
● Loading money into your child’s MEAL category will allow students to purchase
meals ONLY (no charge for 2021-2022) . MEAL category funds cannot be used to
purchase snacks. Snacks can be purchased with funds in the GENERAL category.
● There is a fee applied per transaction by the vendor for making credit card deposits
to account.
● My Payment Plus is also available on IOS and Android Apps which allow you to
view and deposit via your mobile device.
● Visit the district website www.whrsd.org for more information. Breakfast and lunch
menu calendars can also be found and printed from the district website.
https://www.schoolnutritionandfitness.com/index.php?sid=1598554176363
Applying for free/reduced lunch program
An application for free/reduced lunch is sent home at the beginning of each school year
with your child. Contact the Duval main office for more information. (781-618-7055)
Snacks in Classroom
Children have snack time daily in the classroom. Please provide your child with a healthy
snack each day. Children also need to bring in a filled water bottle to use throughout the
day.

Peanut/Nut Free classrooms
Many elementary classrooms are peanut/nut free. This means your child
may NOT bring in food for snack-time that contains peanuts/nuts.
However, your child may have peanut or nut products for their lunch, as
lunches are eaten in the cafeteria.

Agendas and Homework/Take home folders
Your child will receive both an agenda (a dated notebook
to write their homework in) and a homework/take home
folder from the school. This folder will have notices,
completed papers, etc. in it. Please look through your
child’s agenda each night to see homework assignments.
Also, please empty the homework/take home folder after
each school day.

School Supplies
Needed school supplies are posted on the Conley School
website. You can also ask the classroom teacher what
supplies are needed.
https://whc.whrsd.org/for_parents_students/school_supplies

Clever Portal
Most of the websites your child will need to
complete school work are accessible through

Clever. Ask your child’s teacher if you need more information.
https://www.whrsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=18535568&pageId=22808328

School Contact Information
Principal Ms. Karen Downey karen.downey@whrsd.org 781-618-7050
Assistant Principal Ms. Christine Ahearn christine.ahearn@whrsd.org 781-618-7050
Main Office
Administrative Assistant Ms. Kelly Molito kelly.molito@whrsd.org 781-618-7050
Nurse
Julie Cacciatore julie.cacciatore@whrsd.org 781-618-7050 x 1356
School Psychologist
Sarah Yarboro, sarah.yarboro@whrsd.org
School Counselor
Marianne Mastrolia marianne.mastrolia@whrsd.org
ESL teacher (English as a Second Language)
Julia Traggorth julia.traggorth@whrsd.org
For a complete list of Grade Level Teams and Staff Members visit:
https://whc.whrsd.org/school_info/faculty_staff_directory

Weekly Special Area Schedules
Students in Grades 1-5 and Full Day Kindergarten will have music, art, library,and
wellness (physical education/gym) each week. The classroom teacher will provide you
with a daily schedule.
Students need to wear sneakers on wellness days.
Your child needs to return or renew their library book(s) weekly on their library check out
day.

Conley Parent Advisory Council (PAC)
The Conley School Parent Advisory Council (PAC) is a group of parent volunteers
that meet on a monthly basis to plan and implement enrichment programs, family nights,
field trips, and school wide celebrations, as well as purchase classroom supplies for
teachers and students. Funds are raised by the group through various activities such as
catalog sales, raffles/auctions, concerts and social events to name a few.
The PAC works closely with teachers and administration to reach a common goal of
enriching our students' school experience with fun and educational programs that would
otherwise not be available.
PAC meets the first Wednesday of each month. All meetings start at 6:30pm in the Conley
Library.

FACEBOOK PAGE: “Conley Elementary PAC”https://www.facebook.com/groups/356113347805557
Great place to interact with other families, learn about and sign up for events!

DISTRICT- WIDE
INFORMATION
Email
WHRSD information is regularly communicated through
email so it’s important that families have a valid email
address listed on Infinite Campus. Please check your

email regularly for updates from Conley, Teachers, and the District. If you wish to change
who the email updates are sent to, you may contact the Conley main office (781-618-7050)
or do so through your Parent Infinite Campus Account.
https://campus.whrsd.org/campus/portal/whitmanhanson.jsp
Volunteers
Any parent/guardian who would like to volunteer must fill out a CORI form at the Duval
office. Bring in a valid ID when you come in to fill out the form. This MUST be done each
year. If you are interested in volunteering in the school or being a chaperone on a field trip,
you must have a current completed CORI on file.
It can take several weeks for a CORI to be processed, so it is important to complete this as
soon as possible. If a form has not been processed, you will not be allowed to volunteer in
the school, during any school held events, or chaperone field trips.

Translation and Interpretation Services

Families are able to contact teachers and the school via Talking Points. Talking Points is a
two-way multilingual application that is free for families. Families can make arrangements
with teachers to receive text messages in their preferred language.
Interpreter Services are also available as needed for phone calls and conferences. If you
would like to arrange a phone call or conference, please email your child’s teacher or the
person you are hoping to speak with, so that arrangements can be made.
Infinite Campus
Infinite Campus is the District’s student
information system. You will need to visit this
site regularly to check your child’s report cards,
etc.
You can access the site through our district
website www.whrsd.org or
https://campus.whrsd.org/campus/portal/whitmanhanson.jsp.

If you do not know how to access your Parent Infinite Campus account, please contact the
Whitman-Hanson Technology Parent Information Center at 781-618-8100.
Some of the information you will find in your Parent Infinite Campus account includes:
● families’ contact information for phone calls and emails regarding important district
information, such as snow days, parent conference information, etc.
● bus/ transportation information
● teacher placement/schedule
● progress reports (2 x year) and report cards (2 x a year)
● emergency contact information for your child, including who is allowed to pick up
your child

Social Media
Superintendent Jeff Szymaniak on Twitter @WH_Super

School Committee
The School Committee is the governing board of the town's public school system. As an
elected Committee of town government, the School Committee has authority, within
limitations, to carry out the educational policies of the state and guide the educational
process- for more information, see here https://whrsd.org/school_committee_budget
For upcoming meeting information, visit www.whrsd.org
https://www.whrsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=18535568&pageId=20043827

WHITMAN COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Whitman Town Library, 100 Webster Street 781 447 7613

https://www.whitmanpubliclibrary.org/
All residents are eligible to get a library card with photo ID (such as a license) and
documentation that includes your address (phone bill, lease, etc). Your Whitman Library
Card gives your access to all of the OCLN libraries and resources.
Your child can also get their own library card!
The Whitman Public Library is a great resource for books, computer use, printing,
discounted museum passes, and more!
Hours:
Monday- Thursday 10AM- 8PM
Friday 1PM-5PM
Saturday 10AM- 4PM (During the school year only)
Whitman-Hanson Community Access
Television www.whca.tv
Cable, Live Stream, and On Demand
town and educational programming and
meetings
www.whca.tv/watch

Town of Whitman website
https://www.whitman-ma.gov/
Town Newspaper
http://whitmanhansonexpress.com/
Town Recreation Website
Summer park program, summer swimming lessons, pool pass information, etc
https://www.whitman-ma.gov/137/Recreation

Whitman Food Pantry/St. Vincent de Paul 44 Blake Street Unit 2, Whitman
Call 781-447-8560 for information. Leave a message if no one answers, and you will
receive a call back.

YOUTH SPORTS

Soccer- http://www.whitmanyouthsoccer.com/
vp.whitmansoccer@gmail.com
Fall soccer registration takes place the prior June. Spring registrations opens in November.

Hockey- http://www.whkhawks.org/
Girls Softball https://www.whitmanhansongirlssoftball.com/
Whitman Little League
https://www.facebook.com/WhitmanYouthLittleLeague/?ref=py_c
Basketball (girls) - www.whitmangirlsbasketball.org
Basketball (boys) - https://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=whitmanjrpro
Youth Football and Cheerleading https://whitmanyfc.website.sportssignup.com/

SUMMER OFFERINGS
Camp Conley
Camp Conley, through the Conley Elementary School in Whitman, is offered to ALL
elementary students.
Summer sports camps (through the Whitman-Hanson Regional High School)
http://www.whathletics.com/
Look on the right for summer clinic listing and information.
YMCA, Old Colony- School Vacation / Summer Fun Club
Fee $45.00 per day, per child: Open from 7AM until 6PM, excluding any holidays, check
holiday schedule for closings.
https://www.whrsd.org/for_parents/before_after_child_care
Parent drop off and pick up. A separate registration is needed.
Contact: Karlee Ottino kottino@oldcolonyymca.org

